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CHAP.xxvi. -with the infant Rajah in his hand, and deliver him
to the resident's care, with a public and solemn
assurance of his own fidelity and obedience to the
prince, A reference to Bhurtpore followed, but bo-
fore any answer was obtained, the later enters of the
governor-general in council were received by tho
British resident. He replied to them with groat
warmth, affirming that the military preparations
which he had made were of such a nature as to justify
the expectation that Bhurtpore would fall in a fort-
night after the British force should appoar before it;
that even if the young Rajah had not been acknow*
ledged as the legal successor to the throne, he could
not have supposed that the British government
would tolerate the usurpation of tho prince's rights by
others; and that,after such acknowledgment, it wan
not to be believed that principle was to bo niado to
yield to expediency and the dictates of timid policy
calculated to defeat its own ends and purposes.
The usurpation, he represented, would not have
been attempted but under tho " strongly prevalent
impression" that the British wore unable to chastise
insolence and support right; and whether or not thift
error should be refuted was not with him, ho nddud, a
question for a moment. The pretensions of l)oot;jun
Saul, he alleged, were originally directed to tho
throne, though subsequently they might have boon
modified; but whatever they might bo, ho declared
that it never entered* his imagination that, with
reference to the manner in which tho power of
that person had been acquired, it could havu lwcm